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Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and Members of the Education Committee:

The Middletown School Readiness Council sincerely appreciates your leadership and interest in
the Connecticut School Readiness Initiative and the critical role that you play in its success.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on Bill No. 5026, An Act Implementing the
Governor’s Budget Recommendations Regarding Education, in particular, the proposed $1.8
million cut to the School Readiness program. We were so delighted last year when the governor
unveiled her budget and supported a long awaited expansion of the Connecticut School
Readiness program. For the first time, we were able to work with our local programs to develop
local expansion plans based on the governor’s support of the School Readiness initiative. We
added 37 new School Readiness spaces in Middletown this year and are poised to add an
additional 67 spaces in 2009. We have worked diligently with local providers to develop these
new classrooms that we plan to open in July 2008. For the first time, we have been able to point
to the governor’s proposed budget as a solid indication of the state’s commitment that expansion
funds will be available. Cutting the School Readiness line item is breaking a promise to local
communities who have counted on these funds to confidently move expansion plans forward, It
would be a travesty to go back on the governor’s earlier commitment to expand and it will make
it even more difficult for local coordinators to work with providers to develop additional space in
the future. '

Also of concern is the proposed establishment of a rate increase for the second half of this year.
and next, based on the estimated unspent funds from each year. While the intent to establish a
rate increase is appreciated and supported, this method for determining an increase will result in
little or no additional revenue to programs. More disturbing, it will deter programs from being
able to accurately plan their annual program budget. An annual rate increase that can be counted
on and planned for is critically needed.

Middletown School Readiness prowders report markedly increased costs to run a high quality
program:

s public school and community college programs have dictated annual salary increases
with no additional School Readiness money to support those increases
oil costs are increasing at alarming rates and eating into program budgets
the new N.A.E.Y.C. standards require that programs serve more nutritious food and
drinks which also have higher costs



Middletown programs have been forced to curtail enrichment activities and field trips, reduce the
amount they spend on classroom materials, and forego salary increases to staff. The serious
problem of ongoing increases in program expenses without an accompanying increase in
program revenue must be addressed if we are to truly operate high quality programs and for the
School Readiness initiative to stay alive. We urge you to establish an annual rate increase for
School Readiness reimbursement rates.

We thank you for this opportunity to comment on Bill 5026, We know that your
commitment to School Readiness and all early care and education programs is strong. And, we
are confident that you will continue to be champions for Connecticut’s youngest children by both
shaping legislation that supports high quality early education programs and advocating for state
investment in their learning. We sincerely appreciate your fine leadership.
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